
 

 

 

 

Nova Scotia Coding Access Targets for Surgery - NSCATS  

Ophthalmology Surgery Prioritization Codes  

Effective 2025  
 

NAME DESCRIPTION 
NSCATS 

CODE 

WAIT TIME 
TARGET - 
MAXIMUM 
ACCEPTABLE 

NOTES 

     

Cataract Extraction 

Unable to function without 

assistance (possible loss of speed of 

function on many tasks or person 

cannot work, drive, or care for self 

or others) 

H100 3 weeks 16 weeks is 

National 

Benchmark 

Functional impairment 4f H101 13 weeks 

High-risk cataracts (secondary IOL) H102 13 weeks 

Vitrectomy/ 

Vitreoretinal 

Procedure 

Vitreous hemorrhage with potential 

detachment or tears 
H103 1 week 

 

Vitreous hemorrhage 
 

H104 
6 weeks 

Vitreous biopsy for 

uveitis/lymphoma 
H105 3 weeks 

Silicon oil removal, non-urgent H106 13 weeks 

Silicon oil removal, urgent due to 

IOP or cornea 
H107 1 week 

Trabeculectomy/ 

Glaucoma Surgery 

Uncontrolled glaucoma H108 6 weeks 

 
Glaucoma with eye pressure 

commensurate with accelerated 

vision loss 

H109 1 week 

Keratoplasty/ 

Corneal Transplant 

Cornea opacity for transplantation 

 
H110 13 weeks  

Pterygium Removal 
Pterygium approaching visual axis H111 13 weeks  

Pterygium H112 26 weeks  

Excision of Tumour Orbital Tumour H113 3 weeks  

Eyelid 

Reconstruction  

Ectropion H114 26 weeks 

 

Entropion H115 13 weeks 

Lid retraction H116 13 weeks 

Lid malignancy – invasive H117 3 weeks 

Lid malignancy – slow growing H118 13 weeks 

Ptosis Repair 

Ptosis visual axis obscured H119 13 weeks 
 

 
Ptosis visual axis not obscured H120 26 weeks 

Dermatochalasis H121 26 weeks 



 

 

Enucleation/ 

Eye Eviseration  

Blind painful eye for enucleation or 

evisceration 
H122 6 weeks 

 
Intraocular tumor for enucleation H123 3 weeks 

Blind, painless eye for enucleation or 

evisceration 
H124 26 weeks 

Ruptured globe, secondary repair H125 1 week 

Reconstruction/ 

Orbit Decompression 

Chronic orbital compression causing 

vision loss  
H126 1 week 

 
Chronic orbital compression not 

causing vision loss  
H127 13 weeks 

Strabismus Repair 
Strabismus - diplopia H128 26 weeks 

 
Strabismus + diplopia H129 13 weeks 

Retina Repair 

Macular hole H130 6 weeks 

 

Epi-retinal membrane H131 13 weeks 

Retinal detachment, 

rhegmatogenous, macular off 
H132 1 week 

Vitreo-macular traction H133 6 weeks 

Dacryocystorhinosto

my (DCR) 
Epiphora H134 26 weeks  

     

 


