
 

 
 

Nova Scotia Coding Access Targets for Surgery - NSCATS  

Cardiac Surgery Prioritization Codes  

Effective 2025  
     

NAME DESCRIPTION 
NSCATS 

CODE 

WAIT TIME 

TARGET - 

MAXIMUM 

ACCEPTABLE 

NOTES 

     

Aortic Valve 

Repair/ 

Replacement 

For Aortic Stenosis C100 3 weeks 

 

For Aortic Regurgitation C101 6 weeks 

 

For Aortic Stenosis OR Regurgitation 

admitted to hospital for symptom 

management  

C102 1 week 

  1  

Mitral Valve 

Repair/ 

Replacement 

For Mitral Stenosis OR Regurgitation C103 6 weeks 

 

For Mitral Stenosis OR Regurgitation 

admitted to hospital for symptom 

management 

C104 1 week  

     

Coronary Artery 

Bypass Graft 

NSTEMI OR Unstable Coronary 

Syndrome admission but sent home 

for expedited surgery; OR NSTEMI 

admitted for symptom management; 

OR  High-risk anatomy (tight left 

main or very proximal disease) 

C105 1 week  

Symptomatic coronary artery disease 

with positive stress test at low 

workload (≤5 Mets) 

C106 3 weeks 
For either in-patient 

or out-patients 

All other CABG cases C107 6 weeks  
  10   

Aortic Valve 

Repair/Replacem

ent AND 

Coronary Artery 

Bypass Graft   

For aortic stenosis; OR Regurgitation 

AND NSTEMI; OR Unstable Coronary 

Syndrome admission; OR High-risk 

anatomy (tight left main OR very 

proximal disease) waiting at home; 

OR any patient admitted for symptom 

control 

C108 1 week  

 

For any Aortic Stenosis; OR Aortic 

stenosis; OR regurgitation WITH 

Symptomatic coronary artery disease 

C109 3 weeks  



2025 

with positive stress test at low 

workload (≤5 Mets) 

 

For Aortic Regurgitation AND/OR 

Coronary Artery Disease not specified 

above 

C110 6 weeks  

Coronary Artery 

Bypass Graft and 

Mitral Valve 

Replacement/Re

pair 

For Mitral Stenosis/Regurgitation 

AND Coronary Artery Disease 

admitted for symptom control; OR 

high-risk coronary anatomy waiting 

at home  

C111 1 week  

 

For Mitral Stenosis/Regurgitation 

AND/OR Symptomatic coronary artery 

disease with positive stress test at 

low workload (≤5 Mets) 

C112 3 weeks  

 

For Mitral Stenosis/Regurgitation 

AND/OR Coronary Artery Disease not 

specified above 

C113 6 weeks  

     

Aneurysm 

(Ascending, 

Descending, 

EVAR, TEVAR) 

Symptomatic C114 1 week May be influenced by 

graft availability and 

surgeon judgement Asymptomatic C115 6 weeks 

  1   

Pacemaker 

(Insertion/ 

Removal/ 

Replacement of 

Lead or 

Generator) 

Post-operative complete heart block, 

primary implant 
C116 1 week 

 

Hospitalized with symptomatic 

bradycardia or temporary pacing wire 
C117 1 week 

Home with symptomatic bradycardia C118 3 weeks 

Generator change C119 6 weeks 

Infected or exposed system for 

extraction 
C120 1 week 

All other extractions C121 13 weeks 
     

ORIF Sternum  C122 13 weeks  
     

     

 


